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[image: ]1st- Molly Langston
4th- Pastor Cole                                                        
6th- Anne Frank
30th- Joyce Herndon
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3rd- Maria Dzuba
[image: ]5th- Albert Deaver, III
6th- Mike Miller
13th- Dulaney Zullig
17th- Sheila Pyle
18th- Erin Taylor Wright
22nd- Vicky Phillips
25th- Donna Elkins
26th- Ann Lewis
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of St. John’s,

During my renewal leave we (the Cole family) were blessed with trips that brought rest, connection and the creation of wonderful memories. Sarah and I were also able to get some travel, just the two of us, which was a rare blessing. During this travel exposure to different places and experiences was accompanied by spiritual reflection and learning. 

I also had the opportunity to reestablish better patterns of self-care related to my health. I attended to neglected medical appointments, established new and better eating habits and began a journey of weight loss that continues. I am not where I want to be in all these areas, but I am definitely on a positive trajectory. These changes have led to increased energy, better sleep and greater productivity. 

Another huge blessing of this time was the ability to engage in significant spiritual reading. In the coming months I will share with you all the books, but a sample includes~ 

     -Dominion: How The Christian Revolution Remade the World by Dr. Tom Holland 

     -The Augustinian Pastor: Deep Wisdom for Modern Ministry by Joseph H. Sherrard 

Two works that I found especially beneficial were written by Justin Whitmel Earley entitled: 
     -The Common Rule: Habits of Purpose for an Age of Distraction and 
     -The Body teaches the Soul: Ten Essential Habits to form a Healthy and Holy Life. 

In The Common Rule the author outlines a rule of life composed of 8 habits, 4 daily and 4 weekly, that offer an ability to focus ourselves around the call in Christ to Love God with all our heart, soul mind and strength and our neighbor as ourselves. 

In The Body Teaches the Soul the author highlights an overlapping set of disciplines and areas of focus that are derived from the way God designed the body to function best. 

I am in the process of integrating these habits into a rule of life that I pray will empower love of God and love of Neighbor and love of self. I am looking forward to in the near future inviting you to join me in these habits as you develop your on rule of life. 

If you would like to hear more about my renewal leave, I would be happy to get together for lunch or coffee to share and answer any questions you might have. 

In Christ, 
Chuck Cole


			


  2
BITS & PIECES~ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2026
	   Ten years ago, I did an article in the Epistle about Christmas Carols.  Did you ever wonder why we sing Christmas Carols?  Well, a Christmas carol is a joyful song of praise and celebration.  “Carole” is an old French word which describes a popular dance that included singing.  
   Unlike Christmas carols, which focus on the Christ Child story, early carols were pagan songs that were performed at various seasonal celebrations.  As the Christian feast days replaced ancient festivals, carols became more associated with the Christmas Season.  
   Now according to what I’ve
discovered, the first Christmas carol was in 129, when an early Catholic bishop, Telesphorus suggested that the “Angel’s Hymn” should be sung during the Holy Night of the Nativity.  Other carols emerged between the 10th and 12th centuries.  However, most of the early carols were sung in Latin and the common folk didn’t understand them anyway.
   St. Francis of Assisi is said to have introduced Christmas canticles, which were chants with biblical lyrics, as part of his nativity plays around 1223.  
   By the 1400’s Christmas caroling, which is singing Christmas songs in a group or chorus, was common.  In England carolers commonly went from door to door singing.
   When the Puritans came to power during Britian’s civil was in the mid 1600’s, all holiday celebrations came to a halt.  It was considered wasteful, indulgent and too closely linked with Catholicism.  Parliament actually banned marking the day in any way, forbidding religious services and any form of merry making including special meals, gift giving and singing carols.  However, since many of the Christmas celebrations continued in secret, carols survived the ban which lasted more than 12 years.  
    Caroling came back into fashion again in the 1700’s.  Many carols which we enjoy today, such as “Joy to the World” and the “12 Days of Christmas” were written during this period.
    Sometimes, composers would add words to older tunes. For example,
	“What Child is This?” is sung to the tune “Greensleeves”.  Other carols like “O Come All Ye Faithful” were translated from Latin.  
    Christmas songs became more popular during the reign of Queen Victoria.  Her husband, Prince Albert had introduced many German Christmas customs to England.  The couple’s love of Christmas carols encouraged many new compositions. 
   Years ago, carols were sung mainly during the Christmas season.  Although the carols were mostly religious, these tunes could be heard just as much outside the church as in.
   Families might sing a few carols at the table after a meal or gather in the parlor to make music.  This was especially popular during the age before electricity changed the world.  
   The great demand for Christmas music has inspired hundreds of new Christmas songs.  According to the Museum of the Bible, today there are close to 10,000 songs about Christmas.  
Yet, nostalgia often steers us toward old favorites that may have been written decades or even centuries ago.  


 
   Not forgetting Thanksgiving either.  While doing some research, I came across something which struck me funny.  When I typed in the oldest Thanksgiving song, what popped up took me by surprise. The original Thanksgiving
song is Jingle Bells.  Yep, that’s right.  It was composed in 1857 by James Lord Pierpoint under the title “One Horse Open Sleigh”.  It was meant to celebrate winter and Thanksgiving-time gatherings
rather than Christmas.  Because people continued singing it through December, it became a holiday staple.  Its name was officially changed to “Jingle Bells” in 1859.
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	WHAT WAS HAPPENING 25
YEARS AGO?

  -   Rev. Richard Eckland was minister
  - On Nov 11th, a color guard presented the colors and Salute to the Flag before worship to honor Veterans Day. 
  -   On 18th of November, the rosebud in the chancel was in honor of Sara Frances Toner, born 7 Nov.  Parents were Sally & Mark Toner and grandparents were Jim & Pam Huggins.
   - On the 23 Dec, there was an evening of Christmas caroling.  Folks went caroling in a decorated horse-drawn carriage.

WHAT WAS HAPPENING  
50 YEARS AGO

 -On Nov, the Needle’s Eye Coffee Shop held a dance for all church youth groups.  Admission was 25¢ and refreshments were served.
 -  Mr. & Mrs. William Eutsler joined St. John’s on 14th of Nov.
 -  In Nov St. John’s Volleyball team won the championship.
 -  On 5 Dec, the pageant “God Created Christmas” was performed during the church service.
 


     - We should just be thankful for being together.  
   - Christmas will always be as long as we stand heart to heart and hand to hand.
  -   Never worry about the size of your Christmas tree.  In the eyes of children, they are all 30 feet tall.  
      
     May you all have a blessed holiday season.  

                                          Cindy Phillips
	



[image: News from our preschool… - Peace Lutheran Church]


     We have begun our 39th year at St. John’s Preschool, and we hope to continue our preschool legacy for many years to come. We are so thankful to St. John’s United Methodist Church for sponsoring our wonderful preschool. As we begin another school year, we especially ask for your continued prayers for our preschool, students, families, and teachers.
     Our fall theme is “God’s World in Autumn.” We enjoyed welcoming our students back to school and making new friends. Our author of the month is Lois Ehlert, and we will enjoy several of her books, including Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf and Nuts to You! We will be learning about autumn, leaves, acorns, scarecrows, spiders, and pumpkins. The children will learn how pumpkins grow, decorate mini pumpkins, paint with apples. We will finish the month with our Costume Parade and Party. We will also enjoy a visit to our local retirement home, The Legacy of North Augusta for a short song performance and some trick or treating. 
     Autumn is such a beautiful time of year. We are enjoying God’s beautiful canvas of color here at St. John’s Preschool as we play outside on our wonderful playground and visit our favorite Maple tree. We are also learning about God’s love for us during our weekly chapel time with Pastor Chuck. As Thanksgiving approaches, we are reminded of how blessed we are. During November, St. John’s Preschool will sponsor our annual food drive to share our blessings with the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank.
     Once December arrives, our classrooms will be filled with Christmas excitement as we make festive crafts, handmade ornaments, and gifts while celebrating the birth of Jesus. We are especially looking forward to sharing our Nativity Play and celebrating the true meaning of Christmas with our preschool families. It is such a special time of year, and we can’t wait to enjoy all the joy and wonder the season brings!
 – All our Love St. Johns Preschool 
      [image: ]     [image: ]     [image: ]
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Dear Sisters and Brothers of St. John’s, 
17 Every good and perfect gift is from above coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” James 1:17 
On November 1st we will celebrate All Saints Sunday thanking God for the faithful throughout the ages. Toward the end of the month, we will celebrate Thanksgiving Day. 
These two holidays are specific opportunities for us to offer Doxology or “Words of Glory” to God. 
Each week in worship we give God glory singing~
 “Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above the heavenly Host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.” 
In the Doxology, we give Him glory for the fact that every good and perfect gift comes from the Lord and they always will come down because he is unchanging. As we say Amen, we are asking that we would always recognize his good and perfect gifts and give Him glory for them. 
I encourage each of us to actively practice gratitude this month as always to strengthen our ability to offer Doxology always. 
One gratitude exercise I will suggest to us is to pick a memory of an event from your life. Write it in a journal, speak it out loud, draw it, speech to text it into a document, or audio/video record it for later reflection. This will help bring details to mind and make the memory more concrete and present. After you have the memory formed sing the Doxology over it asking the Lord to help you see the good and perfect gifts he gave in it. As the good and perfect is brought to mind and we offer praise this will strengthen our ability to live with gratitude and Thanksgiving. 
I pray you have a blessed rest of 2026 filled with gratitude and joy. 
In Christ, 
[image: Doxology Lyrics Instant Printable Digital Download Worship Song ...]Rev. Chuck
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  Charge Conference will be held on November 1st, 2:30pm at Calvary
  UMC in Stuarts Draft. Along with the business of Charge Conference 
  there will be a training provided by the District for clergy and the lay 
              leadership of the congregation. This training will be about micro- 
              communities. If you are a leader in the congregation, please make every
              effort to attend. Please let Pastor Cole know if you will not be able to
              attend. 
[image: saints_12951c]
We will be celebrating All Saints Sunday, November 1st. This is the     Sunday of the year when we celebrate those who have gone before us in the faith and have entered the church triumphant. This includes people we knew personally as well as people we did not personally know through whom the Lord has ministered to us -through writing, music, art, missionary work etc. I invite you to bring in pictures or other physical testimonies to display or keep with you that Sunday. There will be space in the windows in the sanctuary as well as tables in the back of the sanctuary and Narthex for items and pictures to be displayed. There also will be a book table feel free to browse and borrow and learn more about the saints that have gone before.

[image: ]
Last month, the YCM held a stuffed animal drive for the Gleaning for the 
World Teddy Bear Brigade. These stuffies will provide comfort to children 
facing trauma and uncertainty, not just in local communities but
throughout the world. Please bring in new and/or gently loved stuffies no 
later than November 4th. Gently loved stuffies must be smoke, 
mold/mildew, and stain free. For more information on Gleaning for the 
World and all the wonderful ways they help those in need, please visit 
their website at https://gleaningcharity.org. The YCM will also be selling 
their gourd birdhouses/feeders at the Christmas Jingle Sale on Saturday, 
November 7th.                                                                       
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Join Us for Lessons and Carols!
Sacred Heart of Jesus Classical Academy warmly invites you to our Lessons and Carols Concert on Friday, December 11th, 7:00 PM at St. John’s. Come celebrate the beauty and joy of the Advent season through Scripture readings and sacred music as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. We hope you and your family will join us for this special evening of faith, music, and fellowship!
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[image: Get Help - Homeless Shelter in Waynesboro VA]




St. John’s will be hosting the WARM shelter from February 15th-22nd. The WARM shelter is a no barrier shelter for people experiencing homelessness. As the host church, we will be providing breakfast, lunch, and dinner for the week. Please contact the church office if you would like to provide a meal or to help serve. Along with the meals, the WARM shelter asks for one volunteer each night from 6-10pm and one perhaps the same, to stay overnight. Donations of quarters for laundry and gift cards ($5 food cards) for prizes are also needed. Help setting up during the day on Monday, February 15th, would be appreciated. Please be on the lookout for more information as the date gets closer. Thank you in advance for your help!
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